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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR,BC, RH 

SUBJECT: RHODESIAN INCURSIONS INTO BOTSWANA 

1. ON 12 AUGUST BOTSWANAN CHARGE INFORMED DEPARTMENT 
OFEICER THAT RHODESIAN SECURITY FORCES HAVE LAUNCHED 
THREE RAIDS INTO BOTSWANA IN THE AREA OF MAITENGWE ON 
AUGUST 6 AND 7. CHARGE REEERRED TO GOB PRESS RELEASE 
DENOUNCING RAIDS AND REINFORCEMENT OF BOTSWANAN POLICE 
FORCES ALONG THE BORDER. 

2. THE FOLLOWING PRESS GUIDANCE, WHICH WILL BE GIVEN TO 
BOTSWANAN CHARGE, MAY BE USED BY POST AS APPROPRIATE. 
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A. QUESTION: HOW DO YOU THINK THE CLASHES BETWEEN RHODESIA 
AND NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES WILL AEEECT CHANCES FOR A 
SETTLEMENT? 

B. ANSWER: SUCH ACTIONS, WHICH WE DEPLORE, OBVIOUSLY 
HAVE AN IMMEDIATE EEEECT OE HARDENING POSITIONS AND 
THREATENING AN EVEN EURTHER WIDENING OE THE CONELICT AND 
AN ATTENDENT LOSS OE LIEE. THEY ALSO UNDERLINE THE 
IMPORTANCE AND NECESSITY OF AN EARLY RAPID AND JUST SETTLE- 
MENT. A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT WHICH BRINGS MAJORITY RULE 
AND AT THE SAME TIME PROTECTS THE RIGHTS OE THE MINORITY 

IN RHODESIA IS, IN OUR JUDGMENT, THE BEST WAY TO REMOVE 
THE CAUSES OE VIOLENCE. 

3. YOU MAY INEORM GOB OEFICIALS THAT MESSAGE EROM BOT- 
SWANAN CHARGE WAS DELIVERED TO THE SECRETARY. WE 
APPRECIATE THE TIMELY INFORMATION WHICH THE BOTSWANAN 
GOVERNMENT COMMUNICATED TO US. WE HAVE DISCUSSED THE 
INCURSIONS WITH THE SOUTH AFRICANS AND HAVE TOLD THEM 
OF OUR CONCERN OVER THIS SERIOUS EXPANSION OF THE 
RHODESIAN CONFLICT. WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE SOUTH 
AFRICANS SHARE OUR CONCERN. KISSINGER 
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